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She was originally diagnosed with 

breast cancer in the fall of 2015, but 
through treatment, Mrs. Ryan believed 
herself to be cancer free. Unfortu-
nately, around Thanksgiving of 2016, 
doctors told her the cancer was back. 

With Mrs. Ryan’s twin 8-year-old 
daughters in mind, a close friend began 
fundraising to help care for Mrs. 
Ryan’s children as she continues her 
treatment. The community returned 
the kindness she showed them and 
raised more than $40,000 for Mrs. Ryan 
in the first week of collecting dona-
tions. 

It is inspiring to see a community 
come together to help someone in need, 
especially someone who has already 
done so much for the community. 
Please keep Mrs. Ryan, her daughters, 
and the generous community of Tybee 
Island in your thoughts. 

REMEMBERING MR. WILMER RANDELL 
KICKLIGHTER 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to remember the life of 
my dear friend, Mr. Randell 
Kicklighter, who passed away on Sat-
urday, February 11, at the age of 74. 

Randell, as he was known to his fam-
ily and friends, was an icon in the Gar-
den City, Georgia, community. He 
spent his life helping others, sharing 
wisdom, and brightening people’s days. 

At the age of 18, he met the love of 
his life, Bessie. Ten months after the 
couple met, they ran away and mar-
ried. Randell went on to serve 2 years 
in the United States Army, making 
sure to always have Bessie by his side. 
During this period, the couple spent 
time in both the U.S. and Germany 
serving our Nation. 

When Randell returned from duty, he 
decided to go to beauty school and be-
come a hairdresser, which would allow 
him to work beside Bessie every day. 
They opened a salon called Randell and 
Dean’s, which quickly gained a reputa-
tion around Garden City. Clients would 
say you could not expect a quick trim 
because long conversations with 
Randell were a must. I can attest to 
this firsthand. You see, Randell kept 
my hair for over 37 years. Many times 
it was just he and I together, and he 
was truly one of my best friends. 

However, Randell worked harder 
than nearly anyone around. He never 
retired and worked until the last day 
in his salon. Each day after work, 
Randell would head to the gym to exer-
cise. Even there, he continued his hard 
work and long conversations. 

In the 1960s, Randell won many power 
lifting competitions. Then, at the age 
of 61, he competed and won national 
bodybuilding competitions. Even at the 
gym, Randell was talking to people 
about his children and grandchildren 
and sharing tips about exercise. 

Randell was one of my best friends, 
and I will miss him, as will everyone 
who had the honor of knowing him. 

OUR CRUMBLING NATIONAL 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, can-
didate Trump talked a lot about the 
need to invest $1 trillion in our crum-
bling infrastructure, and President 
Trump, on Inauguration Day, ref-
erenced again the need to invest in our 
infrastructure. There has been little 
progress since that point and no major 
proposals. 

Last week, I talked about surface 
transportation. I am running a clock 
on the costs to the American economy 
and the American people of not invest-
ing in roads, bridges, highways, and 
transit. That clock started at noon on 
the 20th of Inauguration Day, and it is 
now up to $11 billion. That is the cost 
to the American people, to the econ-
omy, of not investing. 

This week we have seen a dramatic 
new example in a different area of in-
frastructure of the costs of not invest-
ing: the evacuation of 130,000 people 
below the Oroville Dam in California. 
This shouldn’t be happening. Federal 
and State officials warned that the 
dam didn’t meet current safety stand-
ards in 2005, yet no investments and no 
improvements were made. 

I wish this were an isolated example. 
Unfortunately, 96 percent of the dams 
in America are owned by State, local, 
and private entities, and many are in 
need of upgrades or a complete over-
haul. Fifty years is the estimated life-
time of a dam. There are 50,000 dams 
that are past that lifetime, and some of 
them are safety critical, that is, if they 
fail, people will die. 
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The American Society of Civil Engi-
neers gives us a D. They say by 2020, 70 
percent of our dams will be over 50 
years old. There are 2,000 that are clas-
sified as a high hazard today—those 
whose failure, by definition, or 
misoperation will probably cause loss 
of human life. 

We need about $53 billion to repair 
these dams. That is a lot of money, but 
think of what a life is worth. Think of 
the cost of the damage that is caused 
when these dams fail. Most everybody 
downstream has Federal flood insur-
ance. 

Instead of the Federal Government 
partnering and working with commu-
nities and States to improve these 
dams and prevent a disaster, until last 
year, the only program we had was one 
to mitigate after the disaster. But 
luckily, we moved forward last year in 
the Water Resources Development Act 
with an amendment offered by our col-
league Mr. MALONEY that would au-
thorize repair and rehabilitation of 
non-Federal dams and provide 
proactive maintenance and repair. 

Obviously, it is much more cost-ef-
fective than waiting until failure and 
then mitigate the property loss down-
stream and declare an emergency to re-

build the dam. We will have the sad 
loss of life when we don’t make those 
investments. 

There are many examples that I 
could cite. A dam failure in Hawaii 
killed seven people. It had never been 
inspected. It was a 100-year-old dam. In 
2 weeks, we will mark the 35th anniver-
sary of the Buffalo Creek Dam failure 
in West Virginia. It killed 125 people, 
1,100 were severely injured, and 4,000 
people were homeless. The dam had re-
ceived safety violations, but there was 
no follow-up. 

So, this is another aspect of infra-
structure in America that needs invest-
ment. President Trump was pretty 
much spot on with his estimate of a 
trillion dollars. If you look at surface 
transportation—roads, bridges, high-
ways, and transit—if you look at infra-
structure for water treatment—think 
Detroit—or if you look at the thou-
sands of communities that need to up-
grade or rebuild their sewer facilities 
and other aspects of infrastructure, a 
trillion dollars would just about do it. 

If we made those investments, we 
would put hundreds of thousands of 
people to work in this country, make 
America more efficient and more com-
petitive in the world economy. But 
many of my Republican colleagues on 
the other side of the aisle think that 
we shouldn’t be making these invest-
ments publicly. They classify any kind 
of spending as a deficit, even if it is a 
capital investment that will last for a 
hundred years or a capital investment 
that will save lives and mitigate losses 
for the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency and the National Flood 
Insurance Program. 

It is penny wise and pound foolish 
not to make these investments. We can 
and should. We need to move forward 
and rebuild our country. 

f 

BRING HADAR HOME 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. MAST) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to share the story of Hadar Goldin. 

Hadar was born in the Galilee region 
of Israel in 1991. He was a gifted young 
man—a happy person with a lively per-
sonality. He was an accomplished 
painter and, I am told, an inspiration 
to everybody that knew him. He served 
as a lieutenant in the Givati Brigade of 
the IDF. 

Mr. Speaker, I did not know Hadar 
personally, but, during my time serv-
ing alongside the IDF, I knew so many 
who were just like him. I met some of 
the most humble and compassionate 
people that I have ever known. I chose 
to serve alongside the IDF because our 
friends in Israel fight for the same val-
ues that we fight to protect in our 
country: human dignity, freedom, and 
liberty. 

I can tell you from experience that 
we soldiers often label our uniforms 
with sentiments that are important to 
us. Hadar had his rifle belt embroidered 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 01:51 Feb 15, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00006 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K14FE7.009 H14FEPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

4S
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H1135 February 14, 2017 
with the words ‘‘strength and humil-
ity.’’ He fought not out of hatred for 
his enemy but to protect his homeland 
and his family. He used the embroidery 
as a reminder that a soldier has the 
courage to use his weapon when need-
ed, but even more importantly, has the 
humility to restrain from its use in the 
name of peace. 

But on August 1, 2014, when Hadar 
was only 23 years old, he was killed by 
Hamas terrorists, just 2 hours after a 
ceasefire had been declared in the Op-
eration Protective Edge war in Gaza. 
Hamas terrorists maliciously dragged 
his body away from his home and into 
an underground tunnel. They stripped 
and left his clothing and have held his 
corpse ever since. 

Americans are no strangers to the 
term ‘‘missing in action,’’ as we still 
have, shamefully, thousands unac-
counted for in Southeast Asia. This is 
a painful and uncertain future that no 
family deserves. This should never, 
ever be condoned. 

Last week, I had the opportunity to 
meet with Hadar’s family. They are un-
able to give their son the proper burial 
because Hamas is holding his body hos-
tage. 

Mr. Speaker, we know that Hamas 
does not value human life. They seek 
to destroy all that Israel and the 
United States hold dear. Even the last 
administration called for the con-
demning of this action in the strongest 
possible terms. They called it barbaric. 
We must now enter into a new chap-
ter—one where we support our Israeli 
allies and stand side by side with them 
in the fight for freedom. 

This was a ceasefire that Israel en-
tered into at the urging of former Sec-
retary of State John Kerry and the 
United Nations. They should bear some 
responsibility for ensuring his body is 
returned home. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge the United Na-
tions to step up for what is right. Show 
some spine, show some resolve, and 
stand against Hamas. Do not be a rug 
that Palestinians trounce across as 
they shop the United Nations to fulfill 
their agenda while never being held ac-
countable for their acts of terrorism 
and their acts against basic human dig-
nity. 

I urge the new administration to 
take the necessary steps to help bring 
Hadar home and ensure his family can 
finally give him a proper burial—the 
kind of burial that every soldier, re-
gardless of their uniform, deserves. 

f 

ACA STORY 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr. KEATING) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, this 
beautiful child is Charlie. 

Charlie is an infant from Westport, 
Massachusetts. Charlie’s dad has a 
green card and his mom is an American 
citizen. 

Charlie’s mom wrote me to share 
their family’s Affordable Care Act 

story, an important one, yet, in many 
respects, not that uncommon. 

When Charlie was born, his mother 
had to postpone her Ph.D. ambitions 
because she needed a full-time job to 
support her family. Although she has 
two master’s degrees, she is working 
over 40 hours per week in a restaurant. 
That restaurant doesn’t offer benefits, 
so Charlie’s mom has to purchase her 
own health insurance policy for her 
family. The Affordable Care Act has 
helped them find the health plan they 
need at a price they can afford. Char-
lie’s family got covered. 

Charlie’s mom also wrote me to tell 
me that, on January 21, she came to 
Washington and marched with women 
from around the world because of the 
fact that all families like hers should 
have health care, for all children like 
Charlie who need health care, and be-
cause she believes Americans should 
want all their neighbors to be healthy. 

I agree with Charlie’s mom. We 
should all have access to essential 
healthcare services. This is a family 
working to make it on their own, not 
seeking transitional assistance from 
the government, sacrificing to move 
their family forward, striving to suc-
ceed, to earn the American Dream. The 
Affordable Care Act provides them this 
opportunity. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MOREHOUSE 
COLLEGE’S 150TH ANNIVERSARY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. BISHOP) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
it is my honor and pleasure to rise 
today to recognize my alma mater, 
Morehouse College in Atlanta, Georgia, 
as it celebrates 150 years of educating, 
training, and empowering outstanding 
leaders. 

The year-long sesquicentennial cele-
bration began in January 2017, and will 
include many events for students, fac-
ulty, staff, administrators, donors, 
families, and friends of Morehouse Col-
lege. The theme of the celebration is 
‘‘A House United,’’ which highlights 
Morehouse’s position as a unifying 
force around the globe and here at 
home. 

Tracing its roots back to the Recon-
struction era after the Civil War, More-
house was founded in 1867, as the Au-
gusta Theological Institute in Augusta, 
Georgia. The school was founded by 
Reverend William Jefferson White, 
with the encouragement of Reverend 
Richard Coulter and Reverend Edmund 
Turney. It aimed to prepare Black men 
for ministry and teaching. 

In 1879, the Augusta Theological In-
stitute moved to the basement of the 
Friendship Baptist Church in Atlanta 
and was renamed the Atlanta Baptist 
Seminary. In 1885, the institution relo-
cated to its current site in Atlanta’s 
West End community. The seminary 
became a liberal arts college and was 
subsequently renamed the Atlanta 
Baptist College. 

During these early years in 
Morehouse’s history, the institution 
expanded its curriculum and estab-
lished the tradition of educating lead-
ers for all areas of life. In 1913, Atlanta 
Baptist College was renamed More-
house College after the corresponding 
secretary of the Northern Baptist 
Home Mission Society, Henry L. More-
house. 

Throughout its 150-year history, 
Morehouse College has made a signifi-
cant mark on our State, our Nation, 
and the world. Here, many notable men 
gained the knowledge and training that 
enabled them to become some of the 
greatest influences of our time, includ-
ing Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.; noted 
theologian Dr. Howard Thurman; civil 
rights leader Julian Bond; filmmaker 
Shelton ‘‘Spike’’ Lee; Olympic gold 
medalist Edwin Moses; CEO of the Sil-
icon Valley Community Foundation, 
Emmitt Carson; and many more. 

Morehouse principles often instill a 
desire for public service to benefit 
mankind. In the United States Con-
gress, Representative CEDRIC RICH-
MOND, chairman of the Congressional 
Black Caucus, as well as many staff 
members and former Members of Con-
gress, hold degrees from Morehouse. 

U.S. Presidents have relied on alumni 
such as former Secretary of Homeland 
Security Jeh Johnson, former Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services 
Dr. Louis Sullivan, former Surgeon 
General Dr. Daniel Satcher, and former 
U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations 
James Nabrit, Jr. 

Around the country, State and local 
governments have been led by alumni 
such as Maynard H. Jackson, the first 
African-American mayor of Atlanta, 
Georgia. 

As a 1968 graduate of Morehouse Col-
lege, this one-of-a-kind institution has 
a special place in my heart. During my 
matriculation, I got to know on a per-
sonal level the late Dr. Benjamin E. 
Mays, the most renowned president of 
Morehouse, who was a mentor to Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Through him, 
I met Dr. King during his life, followed 
him in protest marches, and sang at his 
funeral, which was held on the campus 
and attended by many national and 
international luminaries. 

Today, under the leadership of the 
11th president of Morehouse College, 
Dr. John Silvanus Wilson, Jr., also an 
alumnus, the school continues to be 
consistently ranked as one of the top 
colleges in the Nation and among the 
highest respected Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities. As the Na-
tion’s largest liberal arts college for 
men, Morehouse has conferred more 
bachelor’s degrees on Black men than 
any other institution in the world. 

b 1100 

Mr. Speaker, today I ask my col-
leagues to join me in recognizing More-
house College for 150 years of preparing 
young men to aspire to unique and dis-
tinctive goals while leading lives of 
leadership and service. This institution 
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